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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
SCHOOL COUNCIL  
Our new School Council met for the first time this year on Tuesday evening. It was good to have some new fac-
es on council. As a result, we spent some time talking about processes and purpose of council.  
 
In looking at our finance reports, we discussed how funding can impact on class sizes. The school is allocated a 
per capita amount for each student, as well as extra funding, largely based on socio-economic factors. Once we 
have our annual budget, we then try and squeeze as much out of that as we can. Most of our funding goes to 
staff salaries, which determine how many teachers and support staff we can employ, which in turn impacts on 
class sizes. We are fortunate this year to have small class sizes in Prep to Year 2. While our Year 3 – 6 class 
sizes are manageable, we of course would like them to be smaller, to allow teachers to ensure even more indi-
vidualised teaching. 
 
Other items on our agenda included 

discussing organising First Aid training for parents, after the success of last year’s program 
the potential of developing a second-hand uniform ‘shop’ at the school 
organising a collection of unused stationery items (yes, all those glue sticks!) to be repurposed for charity 
hosting a food swap once a month on a Sunday morning, and 
approval of the two remaining curriculum days Monday 24 April and Friday 4 August 

 
Once again our School Councillors for 2017 are 
Michelle Hudson Michelle Kiernan  Alison Troth  Sarah Mitsilias  Jacquie Durik  
Michael Wholohan  Shannon Newman Loretta Higgins Carla Thompson   
Kirsty Bishop-Fox  Craig Voyer   Dee Chadwick  Shane Harrop   Bridget Kane   
 
Please remember that if you have issues that are management related, such as concerns about your child, they 
should be brought to your class teacher, Shane or me. 
 
WORKING BEE 
Our first working bee for 2017 will be held this Sunday 26 February from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
Our main task is to rebuild the frame of the Prep sandpit. We will need tools to move sand, cut 
timber, join timber and more! Plenty of other jobs if we have enough volunteers. And a sausage 
sizzle for all workers! 
 
 

 

 

Term 1, Week 4 
Thursday 23rd February 2017 

WHAT’S ON?   
February 

26 Working Bee  
28 Japanese Day 
March 
6-10 Grade 1/2 Swimming 
9-10 Life Education Van—Incursion 
13  Labour Day Public Holiday 
14-16 Life Education Van—Incursion 
20-23 Grade 3/4 Swimming 

THIS WEEK’S PRINCIPAL AWARDS 
 

Prep  Lachlan C 
 
Year 1/2 Fraser B, Milo G, Zach K 
 
Year 3/4 Zoe M, Hugo W 
 
Year 5/6 Daisy C, Angus E, Ramiro L, Emma J,  
   Felix R, Codi C, Ashlee T, Phoenix P, 
   Rafael M, Isabella C, Ashlee W 

Compass Reminders 
 

 Grade 1/2 Swimming 
 Update your child’s 

attendance 
 

From 9:00 - 
1:00 + BBQ 

How thoughtful was this 
after GTKY interviews!? 
Thank you mystery cook! 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT 
This week students at Warranwood have been participating in St John First Aid courses. The opportunity to par-
ticipate in practice drills, discussions and presentations about basic first aid action is a way to assist our stu-
dents to be active and capable citizens. The basic training has proven to be life saving on many occasions in 
Australia with young people often being put up for awards after saving parents or siblings using their knowledge 
and skills attained in courses like this. The program was not only informative but also a lot of fun! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GTKY Interviews 
Thanks to both staff and parents for putting in the time to build key partnerships towards student growth and 
achievement. The evidence is clear that students make far better progress across the year when their parents 
have a positive relationship with the classroom teachers and work in partnership. If you haven’t been able to 
catch up with your child’s teacher yet please do so in the coming week. It’s never too late! Of course you are 
welcome to pop in and see the teacher or make an appointment at almost any time throughout the year. 
 
Cyber Safety and Parent Views and Information Needs 
I was looking for some information for my teenage lad this week to 
show him how important it is to be really thoughtful about pictures he 
posts on snapchat, Instagram, facebook and whatever new form of 
social media he uses to remain “real”. While searching the amazing 
Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner site I visited the Parent 
tab and came across a thought provoking info graphic exploring par-
ent views about kids online. 
Parents have a wide range of feelings, understandings and concerns 
about their children and their online lives. Like anything the key as-
pect of all concerns and issues with young people is having an open 
line of communication and appropriate checks and balances with the 
way and the amount of time they are online. Do you have a set of 
ground rules about night times and where devices live over night? 
Have you and your children discussed time limits? When did you last 
look through your child’s privacy settings and ensure they are correct 
and private?  
https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent 
Over the next week please take the time to explore this site that has 
been established to support parents with the ins and outs of raising 
digital natives. Our young people have only ever known a world that 
has been digital. This is never more evident when you visit a prep 
room and watch our youngest community members attempting to in-
teract with the screen on the desk tops in their classrooms and being 
confused why nothing happens! 
At school we will work with all students at an age appropriate level to 
build their cyber safety skills and understandings. These lessons will 
be planned and sequenced using a range of resources to engage and 
hit home key messages. Sometimes teachers will take the opportuni-
ty to build insight when moments arise. Whatever the case please 
make sure you get to know your young people and their online lives, 
whether that be on Club Penguin, KIK, Moshy Monsters, Instagram, 
Facebook, Twitter, Snap Chat or whatever other type of social media. 
When used appropriately and respectfully with solid and consistent 
boundaries the opportunities and enriching experiences available to 
young people with social media is both healthy and greatly beneficial.  
 
Shane Harrop  
Assistant Principal  

https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
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OFFICE NEWS 
 

CSEF Applications 
If you have a current health care card (valid from the 1st day of term) you are eligible for Department assis-
tance.  Each child will receive $125.00 towards the costs of camps and excursions which will be child specific.  
Please bring your health care card to the office and fill out an application form as soon as possible. 
 
COMPASS 
Just a reminder that permission forms for all excursions will be issued via Compass, please be vigilant in fol-
lowing these up so your child does not miss an opportunity to participate. 
 
Please enter and validate all absences in Compass, if your child is ill just pop onto Compass and enter the 
absence.   
 
Brigid 
Business Manager 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Just a few notes for parents and students regarding borrowing of library books. 
 
Children may have  a maximum of 4 books  at one time 
Books are lent for a 4 week period 
Books can be renewed 
 

 The library issues overdue lists at regular intervals 

 Students should come and see me if they have any problems (I am in the library to help them.  

 I am happy to shelf check in the library at all times 

 If a student has an overdue book there should be no further borrowing until the overdue/missing book is 
returned 
 

Kim Barlow 
Library Tech 

JAPANESE CULTURE CORNER 

Japanese Day  

 
Next Tuesday we are having our whole school Japanese Day! It is a dress up day. If your 
child doesn't have something Japanese they can wear red and white. Students will be tak-
ing part in a variety of Japanese craft activities and an incursion. It will be a wonderful way 
of celebrating the language learning at our school. You are invited to attend the student 
performances on the running track at 9.30am 
 
Tanya Barlow 
Japanese Teacher/ICT Coordinator 
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    PE/SPORT NEWS 2017        
 

The Senior School summer sports fixture includes a bye on Friday 24 February and Friday 3 March. We will 
have team practice at in Sport this week. The results against Great Ryrie PS last week were:  
 
CRICKET– Chris Turner                                                                          61 - 58 
HOT SHOTS– Shane Harrop                                                                  266 - 234 
ROUNDERS BOYS– Belinda Humphreys                                              17 - 4 
ROUNDERS GIRLS – Bill Shorten                                                         20 - 18 
BASKETBALL BOYS – Olivia May and Paul Anderson or Darren Haig    78 - 3 
BASKETBALL GIRLS – Jacinta Russell and Wendy Foster                    30 - 12 
TEE BALL BOYS – Andrew Tonkin                                                          18 -13 
TEE BALL GIRLS – Loretta Higgins & Jenny Brown                                 23 -16 
VOLLEYSTARS – Danielle Rushford                                                         2 - 1 
 
 
Congratulations to all students for their efforts in the District Swimming Carnival at Tintern on Mon-
day.  
Our team of 37 students were terrific and were well supported by a large group of parents. Well done! 
The following students are progressing to the Division competition at Doncaster Aquarena on Monday 6 
March.  
Tom M (10yo) - Freestyle and Backstroke. Matt D (11yo) – Backstroke. Matt W(12yo) - Freestyle. Aiden B 
(12yo) –Freestyle. Jared G (12yo) – Butterfly. Matt W, Aiden B, Harry K, Jared G (12yo)- Freestyle Relay. 
.  

 

 
 

   
Warranwood Cycling Club. Cyclists can join us on bike track and road riding on Sunday mornings 
leaving at 8:15am. The distances vary from 40-70kms, with an expected return at about 11:00am. Young rid-
ers can begin on the school synthetic track and basketball courts being supervised by a parent and advance to 
distances of your choice starting from HE Parker Res in Heathmont. It would be good to hear from you to get 
started—please add your name to the WhatsApp site to join in on our conversation.    

                                                                                                      
Thanks,  
 
Andrew Tonkin 
PE Teacher 
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Community 
Announcements….. 
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