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Warranwood  
Primary School 

www.warranwood.vic.edu.au 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
ROAD SAFETY 

Picture this… a father and young daughter coming to school this morning in the peak period just before 9:00am. 

Instead of walking the 20 metres to safely cross with Wayne at the school crossing, they run across the inter-

section to the school gates. Apart from the danger of doing this at such a busy intersection and time, it teaches 

that child and perhaps others around so many wrong things about road safety and taking unsafe risks. And 

what for? To save less than a minute of time! No work commitments or schedules are that important.  

We have three school crossings with dedicated supervisors just for our school, plus another two down at the 

Steiner School. They do a fantastic job of keeping everyone in our community safe. Thank goodness they are 

there!  

Being a good role model is such an important part of parenting. Being a parent is not an easy job! And it seems 

to get harder as our society changes. But the basics stay the same. A good parent displays resilience, empathy, 

consistency, patience, humour and so much more! These are the values, but it is the practical stuff that matters 

too, like crossing a road properly! Being a parent isn’t a chore – it is a gift. And a huge responsibility. As they 

get older, you will hear yourself in the words that they speak and the actions they do. Hopefully you will be 

proud!  

Speaking of proud dads… keep an eye out for the Fathering Project. Coming soon!  

STAFFING 
I am happy to report that we have employed a new aide to the school—Sanaz Roshankish joined us yesterday 
and we are looking forward to the work she will be doing around our classes. We are interviewing tomorrow for 
a teacher to replace Katherine Darnell. We are very grateful for the work Susan Dazenko has put into getting 
that Middle School class off to a great start for 2017. Our search for a nurse/wellbeing person continues slowly! 
We will be talking to a couple of people about this next week!   

 

Term 1, Week 6 
Thursday 9th March 2017 

WHAT’S ON?   
March 
6-10 Grade 1/2 Swimming 
9-10 Life Education Van — Incursion 
10  Garden Club 
13  Labour Day Public Holiday 
14-16 Life Education Van — Incursion 
15  Parent Forum  
21  School Council Meeting 7.30pm 
22  Spring Fair Meeting 7.30pm 
20-23 Grade 3/4 Swimming 
27  Grade 3/4 Swimming 

THIS WEEK’S PRINCIPAL AWARDS 
 

Prep  Mitch S  
Year 1/2 Emma C, Duke S, Luke B 
Year 3/4 Hugo W, Alexis P, Olivia B, Antony D  
   Laura O, Olivia H 
Year 5/6 Mason E, Natasha S, Thomas B,  
   McKayla B, James M, Jacob T,  
   Cambell S, Drew S 

Compass Reminders 
 

 Update your child’s 
attendance 

Our first Garden Group is tomorrow Friday 10th March between 9-1. If you can only make a part of it, we'd still 

love for you to join us, for the time you can. We will be rejuvenating our food gardens and if time allows, the front areas of 
the school. If you have them please bring gloves, hat, weeders, secateurs or we have tools you can use. Refreshments will 
be provided. We are hoping that some new faces will join us this year, so please also let any grandparents, family or friends 
who might be interested in participating know. It's a social garden group, so all are welcome, even if you only garden a lit-
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT 

http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/home 

This week I came across the ABC SPLASH site and would like to take the chance to share it with all Warranwood families. The online re-
sources for both students and parents across a wide range of learning and parenting focusses is outstanding and importantly free!  
 
I would like to draw your attention to a number of Video Chats on a range of topics from Coding, Maths in schools today and Girls and tech-
nology! Please also explore the range of learning resources for students. I have included a blurb from the next Video Chat topic exploring 
Coding in Schools. On Wednesday 15 March at 12pm (AEDT), Splash Facebook will host a live event with Bec Spink, Assistant Principal at 
 Aitken Creek Primary School and co-founder of Code the Future. Bec will talk about coding, and why there’s such a focus on it in 
schools; and she will answer the questions you post during the event. 
 
It will be the second in a four-week series of video chats with experts, who will help parents better understand and support what their kids are 
doing at school. You can take part in each of the 20-minute events via Splash’s Facebook Page, where you can ask the experts questions. 
 
Coding helps children think 
Bec Spink grew up loving technology, but it wasn’t until she was challenged by some of her students a few years ago that she really started 
to take interest. “Growing up in such a technology-rich environment, my students wanted to create and build apps and they had some amaz-
ing ideas. And at the time, I had no idea on how I could help them. Lots of research and exploration followed.” Once she got into it, she quick-
ly realised that learning to code isn’t just about code, it’s about thinking. “It’s getting kids to follow directions and solve problems and think in a 
computational way.” 
 
This helped inspire Bec to co-found Code the Future, a not-for-profit organisation that connects schools and teachers with the technology 
industry. It’s a global community of volunteer developers and educators, who provide opportunities for students of all ages in schools of all 
locations to learn to code. The goal is to support the learning and teaching of computer science in schools. “There are still so many miscon-
ceptions in our society about coding in education and it needs to change. After helping his younger sister with her Year 9 IT homework, Will 
Egan, my cofounder realised how little had changed in the approach to technology education since he was at school. When he pitched this 
at a startup weekend, it seemed like the perfect partnership of a teacher and a developer trying to solve the problem together.”  
 
During the chat with Bec, you can ask all your burning questions about the focus on coding in your children’s schools, including what you 
should know as a parent, why it’s important and how you can support your kids (even if you’re not great with computers). 
 
STEM and CODING at WARARANWOOD 
While doing a tour this week I was enthused to see how our school is integrating Coding into our mathematics programs and problem solv-
ing class work. From the moment I entered the Prep classes I was greeted with engaged and stimulated groups of students programming 
little “Bee Bots” and having them follow instructions programmed into them by the students. The discussions, problem solving and team 
work was captivating for the family touring our school and the explanation the preps gave for the task they were working on was exemplary! 
The clear learning Intentions ensured students were able to make sophisticated connections to their learning and were able to elaborate on 
their task and understandings developed. 
 
We ventured to the Senior School next and were met by sets of students using iPads to create sequences of code to have 
their mini robot complete an obstacle course. The level of team work and problem solving again wowed the family and 
young ones who were very keen to have a go and make the robot move and light up! The articulate conversation and com-
putational thinking demonstrated by our Senior School students to solve problems and break them down into single-action 
steps was impressive. The logical thinking skills and creativity are definitely transferable skills to other areas of the curricu-
lum. 
 
Upon entering a Middle School classroom we were again met by students working in teams on netbooks to solve coding 
challenges and completing cyber-safety tasks. The levels of engagement and high degree of learning across the school as 
we toured with the prospective family was a brilliant advertisement for our responsive and current curriculum programs of-
fered at Warranwood. The work committed to by Tanya and the different levels of teaching teams across the school is very 
commendable and will ensure our students have access great opportunities in STEM learning. 

 
PARENT FORUM FOCUS WEDNESDAY 15 March 7.30pm-8.30pm in Library 

 
HOW TO BE A CLASS HELPER AT WARRANWOOD 
Come along and find out how classrooms work and how you might be able to assist in classrooms as a helper. The role is 
vital and helpers are welcomed across all levels. At present we have Fred who comes along two mornings a week to hear 
students read and discuss their thinking about the texts, characters and plot. He is greatly appreciated by the staff and im-
portantly by the students who enjoy and benefit from the chance to read with him. How might you be able to help? Come 
along Wednesday night and find out about roles and possibilities to assist in the classrooms. 
 
See you there! 
 
Shane 

http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/home
https://www.facebook.com/abcsplash
http://www.codefuture.org/
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LIFE EDUCATION AT WARRANWOOD  
 
Over the coming two weeks all Prep – Year 4 students will visit the Life 
Education van to learn about and explore chosen topics. The personal 
development and wellbeing experiences provided in the Life Ed pro-
grams assist with our school wide approaches and curriculum.  
 
MY BODY MATTERS - PREP (FOUNDATION) 

Harold and his friends want to look their best for photo day at school, 

but discover that things don’t always go to plan. This module focuses 

on things children can do to keep themselves healthy including:  

 the importance of personal hygiene  

 choosing foods for a healthy balanced diet  

 benefits of physical activity and sleep  

 ways to keep safe at home, school and in the community  

 

READY, STEADY, GO - YEAR 1 

Harold and his friends are ready for their big race at the school athletics carnival. Or are they? When 

one member of their relay team doesn’t show up, what will they do? This fun, engaging narrative pro-

vides opportunities to discover:  

 benefits of physical activity  

 safety strategies in different environments  

 how our body reacts in new situations 

 what our body needs to be healthy including a nutritious diet, water and sleep  
 

GROWING GOOD FRIENDS - YEAR 2 

Harold battles to figure out what to give his grandma for her birthday, until his friends, Boots and Red 

step in and offer some good ideas. This animated story takes us to familiar surroundings where stu-

dents can:  

 explore what health messages mean  

 identify safety signs  

 recognise how physical activity and nutrition contribute to a healthy lifestyle  

 explore how positive relationships bene t our health and wellbeing  

 

ALL SYSTEMS GO - YEAR 3/4 

Inside a futuristic machine ‘The Venture’, the captain and his crew take the class on a tour of the hu-

man body. Travelling through the blood, the class explore and discover how magnificent the human 

body really is. They learn the functions of various body parts and the actions required to keep these 

systems working well.  

 factors that influence the function of body systems such as exercise and drugs  

 exploring ways to manage peer pressure  

 the effects of second hand smoke  

 the function of vital organs (heart, lungs, brain, kidneys)  

 healthy food choices. 
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BEE BOTS 
 

Coding in the Prep classrooms 
Last week the Prep students were introduced to Bee Bots. Bee Bots are exciting yellow robots designed for 
use by young children. They are colourful, easy-to-operate, and friendly little robots that require programming 
to make them move! Students need to think about sequencing, estimation, problem-solving, and just having 
fun when working with Bee Bots! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tanya Barlow 
Japanese Teacher/ICT Coordinator 

 
 
 

WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL 24-26 March 
 

This year is extra special as the festival celebrates 40 years of operation. It is a 3 day/night event with a huge 
selection of events including market stalls, live music, art show, billy cart derby, bike rides and lots, lots more. 

For a schedule of events and more information including registration forms etc… visit 
www.warrandytefestival.org 

Once again Junior School students have the exciting opportunity to be a part of the Kids Market in War-

randyte Festival 2017.  All junior students will make Character Cans full of fun items that other kids 

might like to buy during visual arts this term. More information about working on the stall  this is on its way 
home. 
 

The kids market is held on Sunday 26 from 10am -12 noon at Stiggants Reserve. If you are a there 
please come along and say hello to show your support for our salespeople! 

 
Jeenah  

http://www.warrandytefestival.org
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 PE/SPORT NEWS, 2017         

 
 
 

We are playing Antonio Park in the Senior School summer sports on Friday 10 March. 
At Warranwood PS:  
 
CRICKET– Chris Turner                                                                         
BASKETBALL BOYS – Olivia May and Paul Anderson or Darren Haig      
BASKETBALL GIRLS – Jacinta Russell and Wendy Foster 
ROUNDERS BOYS– Belinda Humphreys                                              
ROUNDERS GIRLS – Bill Shorten                                                         
                         
At Antonio Park PS: 
HOT SHOTS– Shane Harrop                                                                  
TEE BALL BOYS – Andrew Tonkin                                                               
TEE BALL GIRLS – Loretta Higgins & Jenny Brown                                    
VOLLEYSTARS – Danielle Rushford                                                             
 
Congratulations to the six students for their efforts in the Division Swimming Carnival at Don-
caster Aquarena on Monday. The results were: 
Tom M (10yo) -Freestyle (3rd) and Backstroke (2nd) and proceeds to the Regional competition in back-
stroke. Aiden B (12yo) –Freestyle (4th). Jared G (12yo) – Butterfly (5th). Matt W, Aiden B, Harry K, Jar-
ed G(12yo)- Freestyle Relay (5th). Well done, swimmers! 
 
Andrew Tonkin 
PE Teacher 
 

TIN CANS are urgently needed in the art 
room. In particular, the approx. 420g ones (think, corn, beans, 

crushed tomatoes…) However, ANY size is also very welcome. Please 
drop to the art room this week.  
 
Also, the scarecrows are still in need of black clothing – shirt, dress, 
scarves – actually whatever large items of clothing you are not in need 
of anymore.  

 
Jeenah 
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2017 Canteen News & Roster 
The Canteen will be having a Hot X Bun Day on Tuesday 28

th
 March. 

Order forms are due back by Friday 24
th
 March 

A reminder that Canteen is open on Wednesdays at lunch time for over the coun-
ter sales only (no lunch orders are available on this day) 

 

Super Saver Meal Deals $5-  
Please include additional 20c if you require sauce 

 
~ Meal Deal 1~ 

Hot Dog  
Apple Slinky 

Just Juice fruit box 
$5.00 

~ Meal Deal 2~ 
Hot Cheese Sub 

Apple Slinky 
Big M Choc or Strawberry 

$5.00 
~ Meal Deal 3~ 

Hawaiian or Margarita Pizza  
Apple Slinky 

Just Juice Fruit box 
$5.00 

 
If you are unable to attend canteen on the day you are rostered please contact me in advance. 
Volunteer hours are: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 11am to 2.30pm; Friday 10am to 2.30 pm 
Warm Regards,      
Megan Parker  

Canteen Roster, Term 1, 2017 

Date Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer 

Thursday, 9 March 2017 Sylda Jones Kate Braunthal   

Friday, 10 March 2017 Cheryl Butler Volunteer Required Volunteer Required 

Monday, 13 March 2017 Canteen Closed - Labour Day 

Tuesday, 14 March 2017 Sue Budge Christian Arsensis   

Wednesday, 15 March 2017 Canteen Closed 

Thursday, 16 March 2017 Lydia Aretis Jessica Hollen   

Friday, 17 March 2017 Jessica Lancashire Simone Simpson Rebecca Wheatley 

Monday, 20 March 2017 Belinda Humphreys Adrian Doe   

Tuesday, 21 March 2017 Alicia Bailey     

Wednesday, 22 March 2017 Canteen Closed 

Thursday, 23 March 2017 Wendy Harrison Heather Jones   

Friday, 24 March 2017 Melinda Peatling Peta Pennell Carmel Thomas 

  Megan Dumbrell     

Monday, 27 March 2017 Jas Hall Nicole Bylsun   

28/3/2017 HOT X Bun Day Wendy Harrison Katie Bronstring Helen Matthews 

  Merilyn Penfold Sylda Jones Volunteer Required 

Wednesday, 29 March 2017 Canteen Closed 

Thursday, 30 March 2017 Jenni Carey Mandy Dunlop   

Friday, 31 March 2017 Kim Tunnecliff Nicki Stevens Cheryl Butler 
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Community 
Announcements….. 
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